THE CAUSES OF SUDDEN" DEATH.
There is a general feeling that man's natural end is to die in his bed, and mo3t people look upon sudden death as something quite abnormal. It is well, then, to be reminded how many diseases tend to bring life to a sudden end ; and in how many others, although sudden death may not be the ordinary termination, it is apt to occur as a result of complications which are not uncommon.
The whole subject has been fully treated by Professor Brouardel, and Professor, Dixon Mann* has recently given a very complete account of the cases in which tlrs accident may take place. A very large proportion of the sudden deaths which are met with are, of course, due to one or another form of heart disease. Next come apoplexy and other cognate diseases of the brain; and in regard to both heart and brain diseases, the frequent association of alcoholism is to be noted. sacrifice upon their poor relatives, and they are in many cases so full of misery and so obviously sure to die that it is hard to keep down the thought that they would be better dead. In view of the trivial circumstances which appear sometimes to lead to murder, we cannot but see that the temptation to such a crime is comparatively great in cases such as we describe, where the life seems worthless, where its continuance is a trouble to all concerned, where the will is " all right," and the peevish patient is constantly threatening to change it, and where there is a practical certainty that no efficient investigation into the cause of death will ever be made. We cannot but think that this is a matter which demands reform.
